
 1 

 

 
A PLACE IN  

GOD’S HEART 

 

A PLACE AT  
CHRIST’S TABLE 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE  
WELCOMING CHURCH MOVEMENT 

 
 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A PLACE IN GOD’S HEART 
A PLACE AT CHRIST’S TABLE 

WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE  
WELCOMING CHURCH MOVEMENT 

David Lohman, editor 

Unless otherwise noted, permission is granted to  
reprint individual selections for congregational use.  

 
Published by the Institute for Welcoming Resources,  
a program of the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force 

and home of the Shower of Stoles Project. 
www.WelcomingResources.org 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated to  

REV. ANN B. DAY 
&  

DONNA ENBERG 

in honor and celebration of their  
twenty years as leaders of the  
Open and Affirming Program  
of the United Church of Christ 

Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,  
and Transgender Concerns 

 
…and for their founding and  

ongoing spirit in the ecumenical  
Welcoming Church Movement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by their friends in the  
Welcoming Church Movement  

and the Institute for Welcoming Resources. 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 5 

CONTENTS 

 

OPENING WORSHIP 
Creating God  ..................................................................................................  1 
God Has Shown Us What is Good  ............................................................  1 
The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God  .............................................  2 
Inviting the Presence  ....................................................................................  2 
O God, Whom No Image Can Encompass  .............................................  3 
Send No One Away!  .....................................................................................  4 
We Are Part of the Church Universal  ........................................................  5 
We Are the Body of Christ  ..........................................................................  6 
What Right Have We to Invoke God’s Name?  ........................................  6 

CONFESSIONS & ASSURANCES 
Confession of Sin Based on the Ten Affirmations  ..................................  9 
God, Who Made Me in Your Image  ........................................................  10 
We Are a Pilgrim People  ............................................................................  11 
We Give Thanks  ..........................................................................................  12 

AFFIRMATIONS OF FAITH 
Ten Affirmations for GLBT Spirituality  .................................................  15 
Affirmation Based on the Ten Affirmations  ..........................................  16 
We Are Not Our Own  ...............................................................................  17 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 6 

LITANIES 
The Beatitudes – A Litany  .........................................................................  21 
The Good Word  ..........................................................................................  22 
A Litany of Hope and Struggle: Honoring the Shower of Stoles Project  ......  24 
A Litany of Inclusion  ..................................................................................  25 
A Litany of Trust in God  ...........................................................................  26 
A Litany to Re-Shape the World  ...............................................................  27 

LITURGIES & OCCASIONAL SERVICES 
A Passion Sunday Liturgy  ..........................................................................  31 
A Service of Baptism  ..................................................................................  41 
A Service of Communion  ..........................................................................  44 
A Service of Communion: A Ritual With Salt  ........................................  46 
A Service of Covenant  ................................................................................  49 

PRAYERS 
Grandmother God  ......................................................................................  53 
A Prayer for Openness  ...............................................................................  54 
Prayers of the Gathered Community  .......................................................  55 
Wondrous God  ............................................................................................  57 

CLOSING WORSHIP 
Branches Bent With Ripening Fruit  .........................................................  61 
May Your Gifts of Love Transform  ........................................................  61 
We Will Try to Be Holy and Useful  .........................................................  61 

MUSIC 
Be Still  ...........................................................................................................  65 
The Creation/Wind Upon the Waters  .....................................................  66 
For All the Children  ....................................................................................  70 
God Made Us From One Blood  ...............................................................  72 
Guide Us To Openness  ..............................................................................  73 
Hear Our Prayer, O Holy God  .................................................................  74 
O God, Remind Us  .....................................................................................  75 
Welcoming God  ..........................................................................................  76 
Word of Welcome  .......................................................................................  77 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING 
WORSHIP 

 
 
 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 8 

 

Prev
iew

 

Edit
ion



 1 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Creating God 
From the More Light Presbyterians Retreat & Mission Weekend 

New Orleans, LA, 2006 

 
One: Creating God, blessed are You and blessed is this time and place. 

Thank You for Your people gathered here. 
All: We are here! Being the Church! We have not retreated! We are 

standing in praise! 
One: Reconciling Redeemer, You are the mender of our souls and the 

healer of our broken bodies. You lift us up, strengthen and sustain, 
nurture and nourish, heal and help. 

All: Holy Fire, ignite a new spark in the heart of each one 
gathered here. 

One: Light our way. Warm our bodies. Inspire our tongues to speak a 
new word, to shout another praise, and to sing an amazing song 
that will bring to us life and to You glory! 

 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

God Has Shown Us What is Good 
From St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

More Light Sunday, 2005 

 
One: God has shown us what is good, and what then is required of us? 
All: To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 
One: Jesus says: Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone 

who welcomes me welcomes the One who sent me. 
All: The Spirit says, “Come.” Let each one who hears the Spirit 

say, “Come,” for all are welcome here. 
One: Let us worship God! 
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