
Reconciling Sunday 2008       
 

 One Family Tree 
 
Each year we ask that a special Sunday will be set aside 
to celebrate your congregation’s commitment as part  
of the Reconciling Ministries Network. Some congregations celebrate on their Reconciling 
anniversary, during Pride month in June, or another significant time for them. Our tradition is to 
recommend the fourth Sunday in January ~ this year that will be January 27th. 
 
This year as we observe Reconciling Sunday, we anticipate the 2008 General Conference. 
General Conference will be held in Fort Worth, Texas from April 23 – May 2. 
 
So our theme, One Family Tree, seeks to communicate our hope – 
 
 -- for an authentic unity within The United Methodist Church. 
 
 
This packet includes worship suggestions: scriptures, prayers, children’s messages, hymns, 
 litanies and a General Conference volunteer form.  
 Choose and use the pieces that best benefit your congregation.  
 
Also enclosed: 
 
 Bulletin insert is enclosed ~ ½ sheet:  
  one side about General Conference, other side RMN actions  
  
 Special offering envelopes are available. Use the enclosed form.   
 
 The Parent Reconciling Network brochures 
 Please choose the one that suits your community the best. 
 Use the others, perhaps one each month, as the year progresses. 
 You may download these from our website, the Parents page --      
  http://www.rmnetwork.org/prnet/index.html 
 
 Volunteer sign up form for those who may attend General Conference. 
 Whether in person, or in spirit and prayers,  
 your presence is requested in Fort Worth as part of One Family Tree. 
 
 
Copyright 
As a justice seeking organization, RMN encourages worship coordinators, pastors, choir directors and 
musicians to obtain appropriate copyright agreements and acknowledgements.   
 
RMN publishes Shaping Sanctuary. To use those items, please note in your bulletin: 
“Shaping Sanctuary, edited by Kelly Turney. © 2000 by Reconciling Congregation Program. Reprinted by 
permission.”   (If you need a copy, ordering information is on the last page.) 
 
RMN is registered with Onelicense (#A-712750) 
If you are also registered we would recommend reporting your use as well.  
 
 

 
Also, this packet is posted on our website. You may gather it electronically to reproduce. 
http://www.rmnetwork.org/resources.php 



Suggested Scripture Readings 
 
Luke 8:19-21 The True Kindred of Jesus 
 (When he was told, “Your mother and brothers want to see you.”) 
Jesus said to them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 
(also Matthew 12:46-50 and Mark 3:31-35.) 
 
Luke 10:29-37  The Good Samaritan  
 
I Corinthians 12  One Body with Many Members 
v12-13 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were al baptized into one body – Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
v26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
 
Galatians 6:9-10  All for One 
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.  So 
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the 
family of faith. 
 
Ephesians 2:19 One in Christ 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of 
the household of God. 
 
Ephesians 4:4-5 Unity in the Body of Christ 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
Revelation 22:2 Tree of Life 
On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

 
 
Calls to Worship 
 
One: God has shown us what is good, and what then is required of us?  
All: To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.  
One: Jesus says: Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
the One who sent me.  
All: The Spirit says, "Come." Let each one who hears the Spirit say, "Come," for all are welcome 
here.  
One: Let us worship God! 
    St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, OK, More Light Sunday, 2005 

     A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 1 
 
 
One: What right have we to invoke God's name on what we say and do here together?  
All: In Christ we have been called to be God's people, and given God's Spirit and Word.  
One: Have we the courage to worship in spirit and in truth, knowing that it may change us?  
All: We have come to seek, to find, and to be found. 
          More Light Presbyterians Mission Weekend New Orleans, LA, 2006 

      A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 6 
 
 
 
 



One:   God, you call us through your Spirit that we may gather in celebration of the new community. 
All: Open our hearts that we may feel acceptance and respect for our differences. 
One:    We are all different and yet we share a yearning that touches us and compels us to join together 
 in unity with one another. 
All: Open our minds that we may learn from one another, and use our knowledge to bridge 
 gaps and build a community of faith for all. 
One: Give us strength that we may risk ourselves in the face of discrimination and oppression. 
All: Open our spirits that we may share the message of your spirit. 

Spirit of the Lakes UCC…Shaping Sanctuary, page 98 
 

 
 
Prayers 
 
God, you have been our shelter from one generation to another 
 overarching sky 
  shading tree 
   deepest waters 
    pulsing veins. 
You have spread your vine widely 
 bringing us a bounteous fruitfulness 
 of care and nurture, fulfillment and peace. 
Grow in us 
 that we may root ourselves in your visions 
 of justice and mercy. 
Open our arms that we might lift another’s burdens 
 speak through our mouths that we might comfort the afflicted 
 urge our feet that we might march in solidarity with the wounded. 
Teach us to be the household of God, 
 a people spreading out the everlasting branches of love. 

Bobbi Patterson…Shaping Sanctuary, page 131 
 
 
Leader:  We are considering the question, “What is family?” 
One:  Family is… 
  (Here you are invited to offer your own ideas of family as you feel moved.    
  Each offering will be affirmed by the response.) 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader:  We are considering the question, “What is church?” 
One:  Church is… 
  (Here you are invited to offer your own ideas of church as you feel moved.  
   Each offering will be affirmed by the response.) 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Prayer of Saint Francis    United Methodist Hymnal 481 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace, 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 



O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 
 

Prayers of Confession 
 
Pastor:  So many promises made; 
Liturgist: Too many left unfulfilled. 
Pastor:  So many words spoken, 
Liturgist: Too many remain empty. 
Pastor:  Yet still our God expects, nurtures, 
  and hopes that we will do God’s will 
  and make God’s love real in our world. 
Liturgist: Let us take a moment in silence to offer ourselves to God saying  
  “we’re sorry” for things we’ve don’t wrong and inviting God to  
  work in us and through us. 
  (Time of Silence) 
Pastor:  God’s ambition is to take all we are and are not, 
  all we’ve done and not done; 
  all we’ve said and not said, 
  and love it into heaven’s possibility. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Liturgist: We are forgiven. 
ALL:  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
    Broad Street United Methodist Church, Columbus, OH, 9/29/02 

All: We give thanks, merciful God, that in Christ, You seek to unite all things in heaven and in 
earth, and to reconcile all people to one another and to You. We confess that the new creation is 
not yet complete in us, and that we feel everywhere the barriers that separate humankind. Forgive 
us, and fill us with Your Spirit of oneness. Reveal to us those places where pride and selfishness 
rebuild the walls once torn down in Christ; through the power of Your Spirit. Amen. 
      St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, More Light Sunday, 2005 
      A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 12 
 
 
All: God, who made me in Your image, teach me to love myself as You love me. 
God, who made me in Your image, allow me to show that image to the world. 
God, who made me in Your image, help me to see Your image in all those I meet. 
God, who made me in Your image, teach me to conserve and protect all Your creation. 
God, who made me in Your image, bless, protect, and keep me and all Your children safe.  
One: The One who breathed life into our lungs continues to be present with us. God, who has made us 
reflective of God's own image, has forgiven us all and made us new creations. Therefore, since our sins 
are forgiven, let us go forth with love and peace, honoring and upholding the dignity of all we meet, 
knowing we see reflections of God's image all around.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
     More Light Presbyterians Mission Weekend, New Orleans, LA, 2006 
      A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 10 
 
 
 



Suggested Hymns 
 
United Methodist Hymnal      Shaping Sanctuary 
 
111 How Can We Name a Love   358   Ours the Journey –  an RMN Anthem 
196 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  318   What Does the Lord Require?   a favorite 
328 Surely the Presence of the Lord   322   Walls Mark Our Boundaries 
508  Faith, While Trees are Still in Blossom  355   A Dazzling Bouquet     ( for fun ☺ ) 
666 Shalom to You 
 
The Faith We Sing 
2051 I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
2237  As a Fire is Meant for Burning 
2076 O Blessed Spring, v. 1 and 5 
 
2172 We Are Called 
2184 Sent Out in Jesus’ Name (Enviado Soy de Dios) 
2223 They’ll Know We are Christians 
2182 When God Restored Our Common Life 
2130 The Summons 
 
2257  Communion a,b,c,d  by Mark Miller, music director for the 2008 General Conference 
 
2238 In the Midst of New Dimensions (version of J. Rush’s “Ours the Journey”, see Shaping Sanctuary.) 
2174 What Does the Lord Require?  A Reconciling favorite, see also Shaping Sanctuary.) 
 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves. 
 
I believe it is a matter of faith to recognize equally and love all members of God’s human family. There 
are no exceptions to God’s love. 
 
I believe God’s creation is good, beautiful and sacred; therefore to condemn any portion of God’s creation 
is to condemn a portion of God. This is sin. 
 
I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people from sin and to make disciples – people willing to live 
Christ’s discipline of love and justice for all. 
 
I believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us that gives us courage and stamina to face the truth and to 
live it, even to die for it, as Jesus died. 
 
I believe in the resurrection, the victory over death, and the truth that is life for all in Jesus’ name. 
 
Glory to God, the One in Three: Creator, Savior, and Holy Power of love.  
 
Amen. 
 
    Shaping Sanctuary, page 91, adapted from Ruth Duck and Maren Tirabassi 



Children’s Time 
 
1. We need ALL the letters… we need ALL the people. 
 
 “I heard one of the best children’s illustrations of inclusiveness at our last Reconciling Sunday.”   
 
Give this a try!  It will take a little preparation. 
 
One of our members, Anne, brought a wooden alphabet puzzle, each letter a separate piece and each 
one painted a color.  She had the kids sing the alphabet song and then she told a story of not liking the 
color green.  She said green made her feel “uncomfortable” and took the five or six green letters out of 
the puzzle.  Then they sang the alphabet song again without the green letters – it didn’t sound right. 
 
So Anne said maybe they could put the green letters backwards so the green didn’t show.  Some letters 
fit in backwards – I O W.  So they got to stay because even though you could see a little green on the 
edges, mostly the green was hidden.  Some letters, J & D, didn’t fit in backwards so they had to stay out.  
The alphabet song didn’t work without them, though. 
 
After a prayer for courage, Anne put the J & D back and turned the others over and the song worked 
again.   
 
    --offered at St. Francis of the Foothills UMC, Tucson, AZ, 2003 
 
 (If not a wooden puzzle, perhaps construction paper on poster board could work.) 
 
 
2. “Family Time” 
Invite the children to name relationships that are included in their “Family”. 
 Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, cousins, step-moms,  
Invite them to widen that understanding to others who love them. 
 Family friends, neighbors, people at church, others who look out for them, people who love them. 
 
Tell about Jesus and who he welcomes as his family.  
 Luke 8:19-21 The True Kindred of Jesus 
  (When he was told, “Your mother and brothers want to see you.”) 
 Jesus said to them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 
 Ephesians 2:19 One in Christ 
 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
 members of the household of God. 
 
Tell about the United Methodist understanding of family. 
 (71) __  We believe the family to be the basic human community through which persons are 
 nurtured and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and fidelity.  
 We understand the family as encompassing a wider range of options than that of the two-
 generational unit of parents and children (the nuclear family), including the extended family, 
 families with adopted children, single parents, step-families, couples without children. 
 
 
3.  And Tango Makes Three –  repeat idea from 2007 

Children’s book—And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell 
   Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2005 
Summary: “At New York City’s Central Park Zoo, two male penguins fall in love and start a family 
by taking turns sitting on an abandoned egg until it hatches.” True story. 

 
 
 



 
 

A Reading 
  

"When I Use My Power" by Audre Lorde 

(All three voices happen simultaneously. However, each only speaks the words printed in 
bold. So sometimes there is only one voice speaking at a time, sometimes two, and 
sometimes all three.)  

VOICE ONE: VOICE TWO: VOICE THREE: 

When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 

When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid.
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 

When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am 
afraid. 
 
When I dare to be powerful - 
to use my strength in the 
service of my vision, then it 
becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid. 

 
 

    A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 48                                        
   Worship Resources for the Welcoming Movement. 
    www.WelcomingResources.org 



 
Notable Statements in the United Methodist Book of Discipline  2004 
 
Called to Inclusiveness  
(Paragraph 138, page 93) 
We recognize that God made all creation and saw that it was good. As a diverse people of 
God who bring special gifts and evidences of God’s grace to the unity of the Church and 
to society, we are called to be faithful to the example of Jesus’ ministry to all persons. 
 Inclusiveness means openness, acceptance, and support that enables all persons 
to participate in the life of the Church, the community and the world. Thus, inclusiveness 
denies every semblance of discrimination. 
 
The Family  
(Paragraph 161 A, page 99)  
We believe the family to be the basic human community through which persons are 
nurtured and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and fidelity.  
We affirm the importance of both mothers and fathers for all children. 
We also understand the family as encompassing a wider range of options than that of the 
two-generational unit of parents and children (the nuclear family), including the extended 
family, families with adopted children, single parents, step-families, and couples without 
children. 
 
Human Sexuality 
(Paragraph 161 G, page 100)   
We recognize that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We believe persons may be 
fully human only when that gift is acknowledged and affirmed by themselves, the Church, 
and society. 
… 
We insist that all persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, 
are entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured. 
 
 



 

 

 
HYMN 
 

Guide Us To Openness 
Sung to "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" 
 
 
Guide us to openness, Spirit of mercy, 
Aid us in seeking God's justice and grace. 
Move us to show Christ's compassion through witness, 
Love first to offer and hate to erase. 
Refrain:     Guide us to openness! Guide us to openness! 
  Let no one ever be shunned or denied. 
  Make of the Church a bold place of compassion, 
  That all who seek You may come and abide. 
 
Spirit of tenderness, impart Your presence, 
Fill both our hearts and our hands with Your care. 
Let no one suffer or grieve unattended, 
Grant us Your kindness and warmth here to share. 
Refrain 
 
Though there are those who would limit Christ's graces, 
Still we refuse to believe in such lies, 
For in this time we have made a commitment 
Never to limit love's power or size. 
Refrain 
 
 
© W. Robert Martin, III 
Words by The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto, CA 
Dedicated to the faithful ministry of More Light Presbyterians 
 

 

   A Place in God’s Heart… A Place at Christ’s Table, page 48                                         
   Worship Resources for the Welcoming Movement. 
    www.WelcomingResources.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Resource Idea Books  

A Place in God's Heart... A Place at Christ's Table 

Worship Resources for the Welcoming Church Movement, 2007 
 David Lohman, editor 
 
Download this resource at www.WelcomingResources.org 

Dedicated to Rev. Ann B. Day & Donna Enberg in honor and celebration of their twenty 
years as leaders of the Open and Affirming Program of the United Church of Christ 
Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Concerns and for their founding 
and ongoing spirit in the ecumenical Welcoming Church Movement. 

Unless otherwise noted, permission is granted to reprint individual selections for 
congregational use. 

 
 
 

 
 
Shaping Sanctuary: Proclaiming God’s Grace in an Inclusive 
Church 
edited by Kelly Turney 
Soft-cover, over 300 pages with six-to-eight week study guide, index and 
resource lists.  
Artwork by Jan Richardson 
Cost: $14.00 plus $4 shipping.   

Shaping Sanctuary: Proclaiming God's Grace in an Inclusive Church 
provides inclusive worship materials (essays, liturgies, hymns, new words 
to familiar hymn tunes and a study guide) that value the diversity of 

sexuality and embody incarnation. When reviewing this volume, Professor James B. Nelson, 
author of Embodiment and Body Theology, said this work may well help the church "rediscover 
its soul."  

The book has also been said to be a gift to the church, but for the church to truly benefit from 
the gift, we must make use of this resource and distribute to the broadest possible audience. 

To order: http://www.rmnetwork.org/store.asp 

Or contact the RMN office.  RMN, 3801 N. Keeler Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641   (773)736-5526 






